
SAFETY MEANS PPE 
“When Safety is first, You last!“  

Article  contributed by a member, source unknown 
Items of PPE are appropriately chosen for the risks found in each workplace. A 
woodworking shop typically has three primary risks of personal injury in addition 

to falls, careless lifting, spills and fumes. The three major risks I identify with are to: 
· hearing caused by continued exposure loud noise 
· lungs from inhaling fine dust and  
· eyes from flying objects and debris  
There are many types of available Earplugs, Ear Muffs, Face Masks, Safety Glasses and Gog-
gles. In making your choice you may want to take account of wearer comfort, efficiency for pur-
pose, even your regular prescription lenses .... all balanced against your perception of the cost 
you are prepared to pay for personal safety.  
All Woodies Club members are expected to provide their own items and always have them 
available when at the Club. I have found it convenient to carry my own PPE items to and from 
the Club in a clean plastic pail with fitted lid. 
But why should we wear PPE Items in a well designed woodworking shop? It is because 100% 
personal safety cannot guaranteed 100% of the time by design alone. 
Furthermore, human beings are prone to make silly mistakes, so a backup plan is needed. All 
the publications I have read, say we should be wearing PPE at all times in an operating work-
shop. There is the common opinion that wearing PPE does not substitute for workshop design 
and operational standards expressed by these first two points –  
1. Workshop and Equipment Design is of greatest importance .By design, we mean properly 

guarded machinery with concealed “pinch-points”, noise deadening features, uncluttered 
efficient shop layout and good dust collection at source with noisy fans located outside 
the shop wall so exhausting air to outside. 

2. Operating Standards are second most important part of workshop safety. This point re-
fers to how you plan and carry out work, including the use of aids like jigs, clamps and 
push blocks. These were operational issues that are all within your control.  

3. Only now do we come to your PPE items. Think of these as your personal insurance poli-
cy giving you the best chance of returning uninjured to your Club each time. Can I also 
leave you with a sobering thought. If you have a home workshop, it will likely be lacking in 
many of the Club's important safety initiatives plus you probably work alone ......  

·  Do you always take the time to wear your PPE when no one is looking?  
·  Do you keep a clean uncluttered shop?  
·  Can you summon help quickly in the event of a serious injury? 


